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INTRODUCTION.

The research mission of the X-15 requires flexibility
of operation; for this reason, the procedures presented
in Section II are subject to change. The procedures
presented are for a typical mission, and do not reflect
any special research requirements. '

PREPARATION FOR FLIGHT.

PILOT-COCKPIT COMPATIBILITY.

For efficient flying of the airplane and to ensure op-
timum escape conditions if ejection is necessary, the
pilot-cockpit compatibility adjustments must be accom -
plished as outlined in the X-15 Maintenance Manual,
Report No. NA-58-770.

FLIGHT RESTRICTIONS.

Refer to Section V for detailed airplane and engine
limitations.

WEIGHT AND BALANCE.

Refer to Section V for weight and balance limitations.
For loading information, refer to Weight and Balance
Technical Manual, T.0O. 1-1B-40,

ENTERING COCKPIT.

When the airplane is in place on the pylon of the carrier
airplane, the cockpit can be entered from either side .
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A hydraulically operated, adjustable stand is raised
to the cockpit ledge to permit normal entry to the
cockpit. (See figure 2-1.)
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If the pilot prebreathes 100 percent oxygen,
the visor must not be opened at any time during
ground or flight operation.

PREFLIGHT CHECK.

BEFORE EXTERIOR INSPECTION,

Check Form 781 for engineering status and to make sure
that the airplane has been serviced for the scheduled
mission, (See figure 1-16 for servicing points. )

EXTERIOR INSPECTION.

Because of the mission of this airplane and the personal
equipment used by the pilot, it is not feasible for the
pilot to perform an exterior inspection.

CANOPY AND EJECTION SEAT CHECK.

Before entering cockpit, check canopy and ejection
seat as follows:

1. Canopy ejection mechanism - Check.

Open canopy fully to visually check canopy remover
mechanism and that initiator ground safety pins are
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